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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WELLS 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Year^^ded  December  sist,  1938 


Wells,  Somerset,  May  27th,  1939. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

'It  ’ 

•C  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  December 
131st  1938. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  :  57,175  Acres. 

Population  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  9,336. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  Rate  Books,  2,444. 

Rateable  Value  :  £36,702. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate,  £148. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Geology. — Dolomitic  Conglomerate  at  Chewton  Mendip  and  Westbury-sub- 
Mendip  ;  Mountain  Limestone  at  Priddy  ;  Red  Marl  at  Dinder,  North  Wootton  and 
Rodney  Stoke  ;  Red  Marl  and  River  Gravel  at  Wookey,  Lower  Lias  at  West  Pehnard, 
Baltonsborough  and  Walton  ;  Alluvium  and  Peat  at  Glastonbury  Moor,  Meare  and 
Godney. 

Occupation. — Chiefly  Agricultural  ;  Cheese  and  Cider  Making  ;  Dairy  Farming  ; 
Paper  Factories  at  Wookey  and  Wookey  Hole  ;  Stone  Quarrying  in  various  parts  of 
the  District.  Some  of  the  people  at  Butleigh  and  Walton  work  at  Shoe,  Leather  and 
Skin  Factories  at  Street  and  Glastonbury. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Total.  M.  F. 

Births  Legitimate  ....  45  65 

Illegitimate  ....  6  1 

117  51  66  Birth  Rate  (RG)  12.53 


Still  Births.  Total  1.  Legitimate  1. 

Total  M.  F. 

Deaths  ....  ....  112  52  60  Death  Rate  (RG)  11.99 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child  Birth  :  Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  age  :  Total  3.  Legitimate  3. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  ;  All  Infants  per  1,000  live  Births,  25.62  ;  Premature 
Birth  and  Debility  accounted  for  3. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  :  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  :  1. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  :  Nil. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Scarlet  Fever  :  Total  Cases,  3.  Ages  8,  II  and  14  years. 

Diphtheria  :  Total  Cases,  4,  Ages  10,  26,  46,  and  48  years. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  :  Total  Cases,  1.  Age  22  years. 

Pneumonia  :  Total  Cases,  6.  Ages  6  months^,  4,  4,  16,  and  70  years. 
Dysentery  :  Total  Cases,  1.  Age  11  years. 

Erysipelas  :  Total  Cases,  1.  Age  46  years. 


New  Cases 


Age  Periods.  Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Diphtheria 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

Erysipelas 

I 

Deaths 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

3 

4 


2 


Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods. 


5  to  10  years 
20  to  30  years 
30  to  40  years 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year. 

New  Cases  Deaths 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

1 


1 


1 


Public  Officers  of  the  District ; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  :  Dr.  R.  B.  Manning,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.  (London). 

Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time)  :  Philip  Williams,  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time)  :  Stanley  Merton  Payne,  Cert. 
S.I.B.,  R.S.I.  Certificate  (Meat  and  other  Foods). 


Causes  of  Sickness. — There  has  been  no  special  causes  of  sickness  during  the  year. 

Professional  Nursing. — District  Nurses  under  Local  Associations,  and  Health 
Visitors  appointed  by  the  County  Council  ;  the  latter  keep  us  informed  as  to  the 
existence  and  removals  of  Tuberculous  Cases. 

Clinics. — There  is  an  Infant  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Centre  in  Wells,  which  is 
used  by  people  residing  in  the  Rural  Area.  School  and  Tuberculosis  Clinics  are  provided 
by  the  County  Council. 

Midwives. — The  lists  are  kept  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  whom 
they  report  all  Births,  and  any  abnormal  circumstances  which  might  arise  therefrom. 

Hospitals. — Tuberculosis  :  These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Small  Pox  :  This  is  also  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Maternity  and  Children  :  Wells  Cottage  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  etc. — There  is  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Shepton 
Mallet.  The  Wells  Rural  District  coming  within  the  served  area,  as  the  Council  is  a 
Constituent  Authority  of  the  Shepton  Mallet  Joint  Isolation  Committee,  under  an 
Order  of  the  County  Council  dated  January  5th,  1932,  which  became  operative  April 
1st,  1932,  and  Hospital  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  Infectious  Disease,  other 
than  Small  Pox,  is  provided  at  Shepton  Mallet. 

No  Institution  for  un-married  Mothers,  illegitimate  children  and  homeless 
children  exists  in  the  District. 

Ambulance  facilities  for  the  removal  of  Infectious  Cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
are  provided.  There  is  also  an  Ambulance  for  the  removal  of  cases  to  the  Wells  Cottage 
Hospital. 


Attendance  is  made  weekly  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  Glastonbury, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  Patients  from  the  Rural  Area  attend  here.  The  homes  of 
notified  cases  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  as  well  as  by  the 
County  Health  Visitors. 

In  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  use  is  made  of  the 
County  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  and  Anti-Toxin  is  supplied  by  the  District  Council, 
when  applied  for  by  the  Medical  Men  practising  in  the  District. 

Disinfection. — After  Infectious  Disease  this  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  with  the  use  of  the  spraying  apparatus,  on  the  lines  recommended  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  All  disinfectants  are  supplied  by  the  Council. 

Laboratory  Work. — The  County  Council  have  a  Laboratory  at  Taunton,  where 
samples  are  examined,  both  Bacteriologically  and  Chemically  and  also  for  Tubercle 
Bacilli. 

Bye-Laws. — The  Council  have  Building  Bye-Laws  in  force,  modelled  on  the 
Ministry’s  Model  Bye-Laws,  with  regard  to  New  Buildings. 

Water  Supplies. — There  have  been  no  alterations  with  regard  to  water  supplies 
during  the  year.  Negotiations  are  still  in  progress  with  regard  to  providing  a  supply 
for  the  whole  District. 

Eradication  of  Bed-bugs. — There  have  been  no  cases  of  the  existence  of  Bed-bugs 
reported  to  us  during  the  year  neither  have  any  been  found  during  the  course  of  Housing 
Inspections.  There  has,  therefore,  been  no  action  of  any  kind  necessary. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. — There  are  no  systems  of  Sewers  or  Sewage  Disposal 
throughout  the  District.  With  the  exception  of  Wookey  Hole  where  there  is  a  private 
system  of  Sewers  and  Disposal. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  reported  by  me  to  the  Council,  and 
dealt  with  by  order  : — 


No.  of  Cases 


Dwelling  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  38 

Dwelling  Houses  overcrowded  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

Overcrowding  abated  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Dilapidated  Dwellings  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  54 

Infectious  Dwellings  :  Occupiers  served  with  notice  as  to 

isolation  of  Patients,  and  disinfection....  ....  ....  7 

Disinfectants  supplied  by  Council. 

Dwellings  and  Clothing  disinfected  as  directed  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Nuisances  arising  from  foul  and  choked  drains,  foul  accumula¬ 
tions,  etc .  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Dilapidated  privies  repaired  or  new  ones  built  ....  ....  18 

Samples  of  drinking  water  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for 

analysis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  42 

Sample  of  water  from  Bathing  Pool  sent  to  the  County  Labora¬ 
tory  for  analysis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Samples  of  Milk  sent  for  the  Tubercle  Test  ....  ....  25 

Samples  of  Accredited  and  T.T.  Milk  sent  for  Bacteria  Test  169 
Premises  Licensed  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  (30)  and  Carbide 

Acts  (4)  ....  ....  .  ....  ....  ....  34 

Bakehouses  (6),  Slaughterhouses  (12),  inspected  ....  ....  18 

Public  Schools  inspected  ....  ....  ....  .  ..  21 

Informal  notices  served  by  the  Inspector  ....  ....  ....  226 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Bi-monthly  collections  of  unburnable  house  refuse  are  made  throughout  the 
District. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1909. 

There  are  registered  in  the  District  17  Factories,  98  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 
6  Bakehouses,  12  Slaughterhouses,  60  Outworkers.  These  premises,  especially  the 
Slaughterhouses  and  Bakehouses,  are  kept  under  observation,  and  are  as  a  rule  fairly 
clean. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Registered,  2  ;  Licensed,  10  ;  Total,  12.  Of  those  on  the  Register  five  have 
Shops  attached  to  their  premises.  Six  are  Wholesale  Butchers,  slaughtering  in  the 
District,  but  not  selling  by  retail  in  the  District,  the  Meat  being  sent  to  one  or  other  of 
the  large  Towns.  One  is  at  the  County  Mental  Hospital.  The  slaughterhouses  arc 
regularly  limewashed,  and  are,  as  a  rule,  kept  in  a  clean  and  decent  state. 


Animals  and  Parts  Condemned  during  the  year : 

Oxen  (Whole  Carcases)  ....  ....  •.  ....  15 

Oxen  (Quarters)  ....  ..  ...  .  ..  2 

Calves  (Whole  Carcases)  ....  ....  ....  1 

Pigs  (Whole  Carcases)  ....  ....  ...  .  .  ..  .  ..  6 

Pigs  (Plucks)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Pigs  (Heads)  ....  ....  ....  .  ..  ...  ....  1 

Sheep  (Whole  Carcases)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1928. 

On  the  31st  December,  1938,  there  were  455  persons’  names  on  the  Register  of 
Producers  of  milk. 

Thirteen  of  the  Producers  have  Licenses  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  and  Fifty- 
three  of  them  have  Licenses  for  Accredited  Milk.  All  these  Licenses  are  issued  by 
the  County  Council. 

The  number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register  was  118,  divided  as  follows  : — 
Distributors  only,  11  ;  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers  107. 

The  greater  quantity  of  the  Milk  is  sold  to  one  or  other  of  the  Dairy  Companies, 
or  sent  to  the  large  towns,  but  in  the  summer  a  fair  quantity  of  Cheese  is  made,  and 
also  some  during  the  winter.  During  the  year  1  have  sent  25  samples  of  mixed  milk 
to  the  County  Laboratory  for  the  Tuberculin  Test,  and  in  all  cases  except  one,  the 
Milk  was  found  to  be  free  from  Tubercle  Bacilli.  I  have  also  sent  169  samples  of  T.T. 
and  Accredited  Milk  to  the  County  Laboratory,  of  these  53  were  reported  as  not  being 
satisfactory,  subsequent  samples,  however,  proved  satisfactory. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ; 

With  State  Assistance 

Re-housing  under  Housing  Act,  1936  ....  6 

Overcrowding  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Other  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

Without  State  Assistance  ....  ....  ....  16 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  : 

(a)  With  State  Assistance  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  Without  State  Assistance  ....  ....  18 

Housing  Inspections. 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 


Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  531 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  753 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  ....  ....  420 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  551 

(c)  Number  of  houses  in  which  no  action  was  found 

necessary  ....  ....  ....  ....  267 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  38 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  226 

Housing  Action. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  ht  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ....  ....  ....  54 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  or  in  con¬ 

sequence  of  informal  action  ....  ....  ....  3 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(A) .  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  ht 

after  service  of  formal  notices  ....  ....  Nil. 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil. 

(B) .  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  Nil. 

(C) .  Proceedings  under  Sections  11, 13  and  26  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 

tion  Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  7 

Undertakings  given  not  to  use  as  dwellings  ....  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  3 

Notices  to  show  cause  (Section  11)  ....  ....  11 

(3)  (a)  Clearance  Orders  made  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  houses  involved  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(4)  Clearance  Orders  conhrmed  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  involved  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  ....  ....  Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  houses  to  be  demolished  ....  Nil. 

(D) .  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ....  N.A 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  N  .A 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  .•••  7 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  7 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  43 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 


(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  70 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 

Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ....  Nil. 


Camping  Sites. 

State  number  and  location  and  note  any  special  sanitary  or  other  difficulties. 
A  brief  summary  of  your  opinion  on  this  whole  question  would  be  of  value. 

Number  of  Sites  6.  (Bucklegrove,  Rodney  Stoke ;  Northam,  Westbury ; 
Harding,  Kean  Hall  Farm,  Polsham  ;  Beale,  Wookey  Hole  ;  Sparrow,  Rodney  Stoke  ; 
Simmons,  Townsend  Farm,  Priddy). 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


R.  B.  MANNING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


